Dianette for non-contraceptive purposes

Patients who are not exempt from prescription charges, and who are prescribed
Dianette for the treatment of a skin condition must pay a prescription charge
unless this item is also prescribed as a contraceptive.

Action: When the prescriber is prescribing Dianette to act as both a skin
treatment and a contraceptive, they should endorse all prescriptions (including
repeats) with a @ symbol.

A number of doctors have contacted The Department of Health to point out that
they may not be able to endorse automatically if they are using prescribing
software. This means that they have to hand-write the symbol on computer
produced prescriptions for Dianette. We accept this is not a particularly
satisfactory solution.

We regret there isn't a quick and easy answer, but the NHS Information Authority
have now asked GP software suppliers, to update prescribing software to give
the option to either print the female symbol or (where this is not possible) the
words "for contraceptive use" against Dianette prescriptions. The Prescription
Pricing Division confirms that either endorsement is acceptable to them for
pricing and reimbursing dispensed prescriptions.

Background: Dianette is not recommended for contraceptive purposes, but may
be prescribed to treat acne or hirsutism when a contraceptive action is also
required.

As Dianette is not classed as a "free of charge" contraceptive, the pharmacist
must ask non-exempt patients to pay a prescription charge for this item, unless
the prescription has been endorsed by the prescriber. Prescribers can help
pharmacists to process these prescriptions more quickly by remembering to
endorse prescriptions when appropriate.
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