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Meeting Held on 27 ~April 2006
St Thomas’ Hospital, London

NHS Staff Only

Present :

Pauline Bell Prescription Pricing Division
Martin Eddison South Riding Health Services Support Agency
Kay Ellermeyer Cheshire Health Agency
Steve Fawcett West Yorkshire Contractor Services Agency
Ed Grainger Suffolk Support Services, Suffolk Mental Health

Partnership NHS Trust
Vic Hickin Hampshire & IOW PPSA
Phil Houlston Cheshire Health Agency
Denzil Lloyd BSC Pontypool
Tony Rigby Primary Care Support Services
Gary Turner Shropshire County PCT
Terry Walsh Essex Contract Services
Mark Welsby Welsh Assembly Government
Martyn Willmore Prescription Pricing Division

Apologies :

Rex Davenport Kent Primary Care Agency
Les Davison Prescription Pricing Division
Alan Fisher Tyne & Wear Contractor Services Agency
Paul Parker Welsh Assembly Government, Primary Care

& Health Services Policy Directorate

1. Prescription Pricing Division (PPD) Secure Contract Update

(a) Safer Management of Controlled Drugs

MW provided a further update on progress with the Safer Management of Controlled Drugs
Initiative.  The introduction of new Private CD forms (FP10PCD) has gone ahead as planned,
and these forms are now available to order from the supplier as either personalised or non-
personalised forms.  The addition of a “collector signature” box on NHS forms is also still
proceeding as planned, and the design of all NHS forms will change as and when existing
stock is exhausted.  This will prompt a new version number of 0406.

However, the legislation required to implement this initiative has not yet been passed and,
therefore, there is no requirement for prescribers to use these new private forms at present.
They have been encouraged to do so, but dispensers must retain the original FP10PCD as a
record of dispensing until the necessary legislation is passed.  This is estimated to happen in
late June.
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The PPD sent letters to all known private prescribers and PCT’s in February, advising them
of this new initiative, and informing Trusts of the prescribers for which they are responsible.

The issue of onward delivery costs by PCT’s to non-NHS users (as raised at the last meeting)
was communicated to the Project Board and a decision on this issue is still outstanding.

Action :  MW to contact DH regarding delivery costs.   Note re decision by Department
of Health

(b)  Changes to Text on reverse of Prescription

The changes to the text on the reverse of the FP10 range have been agreed and will be phased
in, along with the changes outlined above over forthcoming weeks.  These amendments are

     -     Change to the name of the Prescription Pricing Authority from April 2006 to
            Prescription Pricing Division

     -     Change to patient note on the reverse of the FP10s, in light of the change to Age
            Exempt declarations

(c)  Electronic Prescription (ETP) Pharmacy Token Issues

The Department has again raised the issue of Pharmacy Tokens to be used within the ETP
initiative.  Specifically, there is currently a question over the distribution of these forms to
the pharmacies themselves.  Various options appear to be available at this stage :

     -     Direct delivery to pharmacies by the Supplier (Astron)

     -     Delivery via the PCTs as with FP10s

     -     Delivery via some other 3rd party with links to pharmacies

MW raised this issue in order that the group could consider their preferred option ahead of
any expected decision.  It was apparent from the brief discussions that some Agencies
already have regular links with delivering stock to pharmacies, whilst others do not.  This is a
major consideration in choosing the best option.

The issue is further complicated by the timescales involved.  Ideally this direct delivery
requirement could be built into any new supplier’s contract from March 2007 onwards.
However it is not yet clear how this fits with the ETP rollout timetable.

Action:  MW and KE to liaise with DH regarding the rollout of ETP and the need for
the pharmacy token

2. Report of Non Secure Forms Manager

GMS Forms

KE is still working with DH on a revision of the GMS forms.  There has now been
involvement with the BMA/GMC and it is likely that the next version will just be a revision
of GMS 1 rather than a revision of the whole suite.
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Home Oxygen Forms

because of the difficulties with the completion of the HOOF for primary care DH are
working on a shorter less complex version.

3. Astron / SPSL Update

Astron and SPSL were asked not to attend this meeting but sent an update to Phil Houlston
(PH)

� Open Day is 23rd and 24th May and there are 15 people booked to attend on each day
� Old stock will need to be discontinued during the summer
� A copy of Astron’s disaster recovery plans are now available (attached to Minutes)

5. Welsh Update

Nothing to report

6. Contract Rebate (enclosure)

PH circulated a statement of the current position at 31 March 2006 and a projection for the
coming year.

7. Group Membership and Terms of Office

The Group agreed to the Cheshire Health Agency taking a further 3 years as host for the non-
secure contract, taking this to April 2010.

8. Any Other Business

Further meetings to start at 10.30
Extra meeting to be called on 7th June, location to be confirmed.  (subsequently cancelled)
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