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PPA Wins Praise for New Prescribing Information for PCT
Boards

At its Annual Open Meeting, PPA Chief Executive, Nick Scholte, described a successful
year for the Authority.  He outlined how the PPA had redesigned its processing and
worked with pilot providers to establish the technology behind Electronic Transmission
of Prescriptions (ETP).  The PPA had also designed and developed the NHS’ Primary
Care Drug Dictionary and realigned its core information products to the reformed
primary care structures under Shifting the Balance of Power.

Speaking at the meeting, Nick Scholte said, “I am pleased to be able to announce that,
from October prescribing data, we will be producing an electronic Board-level report to
present key prescribing and cost data to decision makers in PCTs.”

Representatives of PCTs and Strategic Health Authorities, from across the North of
England attended the meeting held in Newcastle’s Old Assembly Rooms.  Professor
David Johns, Chairman of the North and East Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire
Strategic Health Authority, welcomed this new service for PCTs.  “Because of the
significance of the prescribing budget to PCTs and the need to monitor the
implementation of National Service Frameworks effectively, it will provide an invaluable
contribution to performance management in primary care,” he said.

The PPA Chairman, Anne Galbraith, acknowledged the contribution made to these
developments by the Authority’s 2,600 employees at its nine locations across England.
She also welcomed those attending the meeting, representing prescribers, dispensers
and academic users of the PPA’s products and services.

Notes to Editors:

1. The PPA’s fourth Annual Public Open Meeting was held on 10 October 2002 to present its
Annual Report for 2001-2002.  Copies of the Report are available on the PPA website or
form our Newcastle headquarters.

2. The PCT Board Report will be sent electronically to PCTs from the end of November and
will summarise prescribing and dispensing activity across all GP practices within the Trust.

3. The PPA is an NHS Special Health Authority providing managed services and prescribing
information services across England.

4. Media enquiries to Michael King on 0191 203 5314.  Email michael.king@ppa.nhs.uk


