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IT Success in the NHS!

Prescription Pricing Authority (PPA) launches NHS Primary
Care Drug Dictionary (PCDD)

In just a year, the NHS Primary Care Drug Dictionary (PCDD) has been developed and
populated at the Prescription Pricing Authority, successfully meeting its delivery and
budget deadlines.

The Department of Health initiated the project because a single common data
description for medicinal products; that met NHS requirements for prescribing of
medicines, dispensing and payment processes, did not exist. The requirement was for
a common unique identifier, a code, that could be utilised by IT systems in transferring
data from one system to another and for a single recognisable textual description.

The PCDD has been published on the PPA’s web site and, when incorporated into GP
and pharmacy IT systems, will be utilised in the integration of patient care records
service: patient records, decision support records, GP to GP record transfer, and
electronic record management systems. It will also be used in the drug supply logistics
chain providing a common identifier from manufacturer to dispenser.

PCDD will form a fundamental component of the National Prescriptions Service for the
Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions (ETP) currently in pilot stage and will
ultimately drive the generation of over 550 million prescription items per annum.

Designed to maximise flexibility for the NHS and drug marketplace, the Primary Care
Drug Database is located on an Oracle database. It allows for future changes to be
incorporated quickly, whilst providing scope for expansion catering for links to other
drug data reference sources and enabling hosting of other forms of information. Data
content is maintained at the PPA, using a three -tier Java based software application.

Refreshed on a weekly basis, the database is available for download by users and
clinical system suppliers. The extract is provided as a series of XML files and their
associated schemas, providing implementers of the PCDD with the flexibility to build
the entire database or concentrate on specific areas.

Use of PCDD will bring real benefits to NHS patients; making the prescriber’s intention
clearer to the dispenser and reducing the risk of incorrect prescribing or dispensing.
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The PCDD is available through a ‘free licence’ mechanism, details of which may be
found on the PPA website www.ppa.org.uk.

Notes to Editors:

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 576 million
prescription items per year.

3. The Organisation’s primary responsibilities are:

� Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

� Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

� Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme
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