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 Electronic Drug Tariff delivered by the PPA 
 
Prescription Pricing Authority is pleased to announce that the electronic Drug Tariff will 
be available on the PPA website from 1st May 2004,providing access to the current 
edition of the National Health Services Drug Tariff for England and Wales, compiled on 
behalf of the Department of Health by the PPA.   
 
Speaking today Christine Dalton, Director of Pharmaceutical Policy and Services 
stated: I am delighted to announce the launch of the electronic Drug Tariff. I am in no 
doubt that the electronic Drug Tariff will make the searching for information in the Drug 
Tariff easier for prescribers and dispensers. 
 
Producing the Drug Tariff in an integrated electronic publishing environment will ensure 
business efficiency gains.  
 
The paper copy of Tariff will continue to be available and it is hoped that users will be 
encouraged to move towards the electronic version in due course. 
 
 
Background 
The Drug Tariff is a document published monthly under Regulation 18, of the National 
Health Service (Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations 1992 by direction of the 
Secretary of State for Health.  
The PPA produces the Drug Tariff for England and Wales. In England this activity is on 
behalf of the Secretary of State for Health, and in Wales on behalf of the National 
Assembly for Wales. 
Approximately 28,000 copies of the 600 plus page paper document are produced each 
month and distributed, free of charge, to prescribers and to dispensers who provide 
NHS Pharmaceutical Services.  

Notes to Editors: 

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health 
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The 
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands. 

2. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 650 million 
prescription items per year. 
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3. The PPA’s primary responsibilities are: 

• Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs, 
medicine and appliances 

• Payment to Pharmacy Contractors 

• Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing 

• Administration, through the Patient Services Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme 
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme 

For further information contact: 

Kirsty O’Callaghan, Media and Communications Manager 

Tel: 0191 203 5851 
Email: kirsty.ocallaghan@ppa.nhs.uk  


