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NHS Prescription Pricing Authority (PPA) and NHS Information
Authority (NHSIA) work together to realise UK Standard Coding
System (UKCPRS).

It was announced today that the PPA and NHSIA will work together to deliver the
United Kingdom Clinical Products Reference Source (UKCPRS) under the control of a
single programme board. Building on the successful delivery of the Primary Care
element of the UKCPRS by the PPA the integrated programme will develop increased
consultation with key industry players and stakeholders which will ensure that the
programme moves rapidly from concept to reality. Speaking today, Dot Anderson of
Adel Consulting stated:

“The harmonisation of this work is essential to ensure the accuracy of data held and exchanged across
health sectors as electronic prescribing and electronic integrated care records are implemented. It will
be welcomed by clinicians as well as suppliers as the UKCPRS will deliver a single code to describe
each and every medicinal product and medical device irrespective of the care setting in which it is used.”

The UKCPRS programme was established in response to the need for a highlighted in
various NHS documents including; Information for Health, Delivering 21°' Century IT
and A Spoonful of Sugar, an extract from which states:

“A standard national system for the coding of medicines and barcodes
should be introduced across the whole NHS to support the
development of electronic prescribing systems and automated
dispensing systems.”

The first component of UKCPRS has already been delivered in accordance with project
plans; the NHS Primary Care Drug Dictionary (PCDD) is now available on the PPA web
site. Work is well underway to develop and test the secondary care (hospital) and
medical devices elements of UKCPRS.

UKCPRS will deliver a health system wide standard coding scheme that represents
medicines and personal medical devices for use by computerised clinical information
systems. A foundational element of the NHS It strategy; UKCPRS sits at the heart of
electronic clinical data records, messaging and will support future developments in
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automated dispensing, electronic prescribing, electronic health records and improved
medicines management and patient safety.

Notes to Editors:

1. The UKCPRS was approved as a framework standard by the NHS Information
Standards Board on 28" March 2003.

2. The NHS Information Authority is a special health authority working in a partnership
with stakeholders to build a truly integrated NHS. Established in 1999 their work
programme is commissioned by the Department of Health Information Policy Unit
and focuses on the delivery of national products and services.

3. For further information please go to www.nhsia.nhs.uk/ukcprs

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions. The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. The Organisation’s primary responsibilities are:

e Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

¢ Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

¢ Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme
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