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Primary Care Trust Prescribing Report Now Available
Under the Department of Health (DH) initiative, ‘Shifting the Balance of Power’, Primary
Care Trusts (PCTs) now undertake medicine management functions previously carried
out by Health Authorities.

The DH recognised the need for all PCTs to receive prescribing information in a
standardised format, in order to carry out these responsibilities.

The PCT prescribing report is a result of collaboration between the DH’s Prescribing
Support Unit, the Prescription Pricing Authority (PPA), the Department of Medicines
Management at Keele University and the Northern & Yorkshire Regional Drug and
Therapeutics Centre.

Providing high level prescribing information on an individual Trust basis, the PCT
prescribing report, enables comparisons with the appropriate Strategic Health Authority
(StHA) and National positions.

The report is presented in three sections:
Section 1 describes the trends and current position of prescribing within the PCT in

terms of both cost and volume.  This is based on chapters and sections in the
British National Formulary (BNF).  Actual values and growth from the equivalent
quarter in the previous year is provided for the PCT, StHA and England.

Section 2 will examine an area of prescribing which has been identified as a current
topic of concern or driver of growth for primary care.  This is intended to cover
areas such as DH policy statements, NICE guidance and implementation of
NSFs.

Section 3 is intended as a reference source to information.  It includes contact details
for the collaborating organisations, useful website addresses and a list of recent
PPA reports.

As of November 2002, for an initial period of one year, the report has been made
available electronically to all PCTs on a quarterly basis. Nominated users within each
PCT (Chief Executive and Pharmaceutical/Prescribing advisor) receive email
notification, alerting them that the report is available, containing a hyperlink to the PPA
website, where they will be required to use their personal username and password to
gain access to information. This can then be viewed on-line, saved as a pdf file or
printed locally.
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It is intended to further refine the content and areas covered by this report to maximise
its potential usefulness.  The report can be accessed by authorised users via our
NHSnet site at www.ppa.nhs.uk

Notes to Editors:

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. Shifting the Balance of Power is the programme of change brought about to empower
frontline staff and patients in the NHS.  It is part of the implementation of the NHS Plan and
has already led to the establishment of new structures.  That is only one step and the main
objective will be to foster a new culture in the NHS at all levels which puts the patient first.
The main feature of change has been giving locally based Primary Care Trusts the role of
running the NHS and improving health in their areas.  This has meant abolishing previous
health authorities and creating new bodies that serve larger areas and have a more
strategic role.

3. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 576 million
prescription items per year.

4. The PPA’s primary responsibilities are:

� Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs, medicine
and appliances

� Payment to Pharmacy Contractors

� Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

� Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme for
England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme
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