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For immediate release:

Prescription Pricing Authority (PPA) Public Meeting held at
Authority Head Office

The Annual Public Meeting of the PPA took place on 9 October at the authority’s head
office; Bridge House; in Newcastle upon Tyne. PPA Chairman; Mrs Anne Galbraith
along with a number of Non-Executive members of the authority were on hand to both
address and engage with interested members of the pubilic.

Speaking today PPA Chairman, Mrs Anne Galbraith stated: “I very much hope that our
Public Meeting assists in developing an understanding and awareness of the breadth
and worth of our services to the NHS and most importantly to our primary stakeholder
group; the general public. That is the aim of a whole programme of stakeholder events
which underpin our work throughout the year.”

Director of Planning & Corporate Affairs, Michael King presented the Authority’s
2002-03 Annual Report to the meeting. Speaking at the meeting, he said, “We have
developed and deployed the Primary Care Drug Dictionary (PCDD) to promote
standard drug descriptions throughout primary care. We have recast our
information services to the newly empowered frontline of the NHS represented
by PCTs. We have taken on new functions, extending the range of direct patient
services we provide and we have developed a role in supporting the work of
other national bodies by providing them with managed support services.”

The meeting went on to examine the PPA’s response to the requirements of its
stakeholders by looking at the context and basic dimensions of its services,
through a round-up of its major achievements in the year and through a more
detailed look at the services provided for individual stakeholder groups.

ENDS
Notes to editors

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions. The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.
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2. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 620 million
prescription items per year.

3. The PPA’s primary responsibilities are:

e Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

e Payment to Pharmacy Contractors
e Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

¢ Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate
Scheme.

4. Copies of the PPA’s Annual Report for 2002-2003 are available at
http://www.ppa.org.uk/ppa/download_pdf.htm#anrep
For further information contact:

Kirsty O’Callaghan, Communications and Media Manager

Tel: 0191 203 5851
Email: kirsty.o’callaghan@ppa.nhs.uk

20of 2



	Monday 13 October 2003
	Bridge House


