
Press\PRESSR~1.DOC
1:31, Tuesday, 22 July 2003

Tuesday 22 July 2003

Bridge House
152 Pilgrim Street

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
NE1 6SN

DX 712500 Newcastle 12

Tel: 0191 2035851
Fax: 0191 2035498

Web: www.ppa.org.uk

For immediate release:

House of Lord’s Rewards Prescription Pricing Authority

(PPA) Manager at Institute of Leadership Management

Ceremony.

Paul Robinson from the Prescription Pricing Authority received a silver award for outstanding

workplace leadership recognised by the Lord Oxfuird's Awards for Excellence 2003 in a

ceremony at the House of Lords on Thursday, 17 July.

Employed at the PPA for nine years, Paul has achieved significant cost savings for the NHS

within months of being newly appointed into the role of manager. Paul will receive a medal and

a certificate as well as (pounds) 1,500 from the Institute of Leadership Management (ILM) for

his achievement.

Speaking today PPA Chairman, Mrs Anne Galbraith stated: I am delighted with Paul’s

extraordinary achievement, his award shows what a wealth of potential exists at the PPA and

reinforces our commitment to encourage high standards and a culture of professional

development at the PPA.

Paul, 27, helped produce administrative cost savings of more than 11 per cent  with one team

of workers, and overtime costs by more than (pounds) 5,000 in three months with another

team. Paul has just completed the ILM's certificate course in first line management and will be

going on to complete the diploma offered by the ILM.

Paul stated: The ceremony at the House of Lords was a once in a lifetime experience

that would not have been possible without the contribution and involvement of staff in



2 of 3

my teams, the continued support of the Divisional Management and Corporate Training

Team.

Named after a former deputy speaker of the House of Lords, The Lord Oxfuird Awards, run by

the ILM, are given for outstanding achievement beyond the normal range of managerial duties.

The competition is open to practising front line managers or team leaders from any organisation

in the public or private sectors.

The PPA provides number of staff development courses for ranging from ILM’s certificate

programme course in first line management, bespoke customer developed courses, corporate

policy development; along with a wide range of NVQ programmes. Staff development both

personal and academic is high on the agenda at the PPA, providing a number of in-house

training opportunities for staff ensuring continuous development for PPA employees. ENDS

Image Caption:

Pictured: Gary Ince, Chief Executive ILM; Sarah Cummings, Corporate Training Team PPA;

Paul Robinson, ILM Silver Award Winner PPA; Mrs Anne Galbraith, Chairman PPA.

Notes to editors

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health

Service and employs approximately 3,500 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The

Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. The PPA are accredited to run a range of ILM and NVQ awards and qualifications.

3. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 576 million

prescription items per year.

4. The PPA’s primary responsibilities are:

• Examination, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs, medicine and

appliances

• Payment to Pharmacy Contractors

• Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

• Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme

for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme
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• Provision of HR and Finance services to a range of NHS units which do not maintain

these services for themselves

• About the ILM:

• The Institute of Leadership & Management (ILM) was created through the merger of

the National Examining Board for Supervision and Management and the Institute for

Supervision and Management. ILM has almost 100 years experience in the field of

leadership, management and development. It offers a wide range of training courses

and qualifications

For further information contact:

Kirsty O’Callaghan, Communications and Media Manager

Tel: 0191 203 5851

Email: kirsty.o’callaghan@ppa.nhs.uk


