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Thailand: PPA Employee participates in Global
Development Youth Programme.

PPA technical officer Lucy Hall (26), has just returned to work after one month, having
participated as a member of the International Service Team at the 20™ World Scout
Jamboree; held in the Sattahip Coastal region of Thailand, 30 kilometres from the
Pattaya resort. The Jamboree was attended by over 30,000 people; from over 147
different nations.

The World Scout Jamboree takes place once every five years and is the biggest event
in Scouting.

Lucy is a member of Girlguiding UK and works voluntarily as District Commissioner for
Monkseaton Guiding.In order to attend the Jamboree, Lucy had to undergo a selection
weekend in June 2001.

As a member of the international Service team, Lucy’s worked on the Youth
programme and was based in the Global Development Village.Her role included
running a workshop which taught children about ‘Peace and Fraternity’. Workshops
encouraged children to formulate their own ideas about what peace means and how
society can assist in solving the problems faced by small indigenous communities, like
the hill tribes of Northern Thailand; following increasing levels of development in their
immediate surrounding and the world around them.

Lucy has worked at the PPA for nearly 9 years, beginning in March 1994 as a claims
assessor and working her way through the ranks as a Quality assistant Review Officer
to her current position as a Technical Officer in the Health Benefits Division.

Image Captions:
Image 1:
World friendship: making peace with new Libyan and Swiss friends.

Image 2:
Working together: the peace and fraternity workshop.
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Notes to Editors:

1.

The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National
Health Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of
functions. The Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North
West and Midlands.

. Shifting the Balance of Power is the programme of change brought about to

empower frontline staff and patients in the NHS. It is part of the implementation of
the NHS Plan and has already led to the establishment of new structures. That is
only one step and the main objective will be to foster a new culture in the NHS at all
levels which puts the patient first. The main feature of change has been giving
locally based Primary Care Trusts the role of running the NHS and improving health
in their areas. This has meant abolishing previous health authorities and creating
new bodies that serve larger areas and have a more strategic role.

The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 576 million
prescription items per year.

. The PPA’s primary responsibilities are:

Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

Payment to Pharmacy Contractors
Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income
Scheme for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption
Certificate Scheme
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Kirsty O’Callaghan, Press & Public Relations Officer
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Email: kirsty.o’callaghan@ppa.nhs.uk
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