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Mr Christian Noll to deliver address at first Prescription 
Pricing Authority (PPA) Conference. 
The PPA today announced that Mr Christian Noll, Director of NHS Business at IBM 
Global Services, is set to deliver an address on �New Prescribing Information Systems 
and the Potential of the NHS IT Strategy�, at the PPA�s first independent conference 
entitled �Towards a Modern National Prescriptions Service�, set to take place on 
27 February 2003, at the New Connaught Rooms, Covent Garden, central London. 

Mr Noll was appointed as the Director of NHS Business and is tasked with bringing the 
portfolio of solutions offered by IBM Global Services to the NHS.  

Mr Noll will draw upon his experience of working with the Public Sector and his 
knowledge of systems integration and programme management.  

Prior to this appointment Christian managed the Public Sector Systems Integration and 
consulting business for IBM United Kingdom 

Following the announcement of Christian Noll�s confirmation as a speaker, the PPA�s 
Director of Planning and Corporate Affairs, Michael King said, �We are overjoyed that 
Christian Noll is able to join us for this important conference.  The addition of IBM to the 
conference platform brings an important extra dimension to our wide-ranging gathering 
of contributors and I�m sure that Christian will provide those of us inside the NHS with 
plenty of food for thought.� 

The conference aimed at pharmacists and dispensing doctors, NHS prescribers, PCTs, 
Strategic Health Authorities and other NHS Stakeholders; will seek to deliver a better 
understanding of the issues surrounding the move towards a 21st Century National 
Prescriptions Service. 

Focusing on how information products and services such as the Primary Care Drug 
Dictionary (PCDD) will form the basis of richer and more responsive prescribing 
systems, the event will be chaired by Niall Dickson; Social Affairs Editor at the BBC. 
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Following Lord Hunt�s address, speakers including Martin Anderson, Director of 
Commercial Affairs, Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI); Anne-
Toni Rogers, Director of Communications, National Institute for Clinical Excellence; and 
Nick Scholte, Chief Executive, PPA, will consider topics such as New Prescribing 
Information Systems and the Potential of the NHS IT Strategy; Integrating Prescribing 
Information Systems and The Potential of Prescribing Data as a Management Tool in 
Primary Care. 

Practical seminar sessions will be offered to delegates attending �Towards a Modern 
National Prescriptions Service�.  Seminar sessions will provide a concrete networking 
opportunity; whilst offering information on such areas as Implementing the Primary 
Care Drug Dictionary; Supporting Prescribing in the New NHS IT Strategy and Enabling 
the Future of Pharmacy. 

Notes to Editors: 

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health 
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The 
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands. 

2. The Organisation�s primary responsibilities are: 

• Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs, 
medicine and appliances 

• Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing 

• Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme 
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme 
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