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NHS Primary Care Drug Dictionary (PCDD): 
National Poster Campaign Launched. 

On 31 December 2002, in accordance with project plans, the NHS Primary Care Drug 
Dictionary (PCDD) was made available on the PPA web site.  Designed to raise 
awareness of PCDD, the �No headaches� PCDD poster will be distributed to Primary 
Care Trusts across the country. 

The PCDD poster is aimed at ICT Leads and Pharmaceutical/Prescribing Leads; with a 
view to raising their awareness of the benefits of PCDD to the NHS and the role they 
can play in encouraging its take-up by GP and Pharmacy systems suppliers. 

PCDD demonstrates the PPA�s commitment to significant delivery of our elements of 
21st Century IT for the NHS and to �Pharmacy in the Future�.  As such, PCDD will be 
under discussion at our forthcoming conference �Towards a Modern National 
Prescriptions Service�, set to take place on 27 February at the New Connaught Rooms, 
Central London. 

The Department of Health initiated the (PCDD) project because a single common data 
description for medicinal products that met the requirements of NHS primary care 
prescribing, decision support, dispensing and reimbursement did not exist.  

As a product, the PCDD supports the government�s aim to improve patient care 
through modernisation and streamlining of services in addition to making better use of 
human capacity within the NHS facilitated through IT. 

PCDD is the first component of the UKCPRS (managed by NHS Information Authority) 
and has been delivered ahead of schedule. 

When PCDD is incorporated into GP and pharmacy IT systems, it will be utilised in the 
integrated care records service: patient records, decision support records, GP to GP 
record transfer, and electronic record management systems.  

PCDD is also a fundamental component of the National Prescriptions Service for the 
Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions (ETP) and the automation of Prescription 
Pricing Authority (PPA) business processes.  The later is dependent upon the human 
readable PCDD common textual description as much as on the unique identifier.  PPA 
business processes are being further automated, in advance of full ETP rollout, to deal 
with the unprecedented increase in volume of paper prescriptions; estimated to be 6% 
for 2002/03 compared with a historical figure of approximately 3.5%.  
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The range of information included within the PCDD was determined by the team and 
then modified following testing of �use cases� by users of the dictionary in each of the 
domains.  A multidisciplinary editorial board was set up, chaired by the Department of 
Health, to determine how each of the fields within the PCDD would be populated.  

The PCDD contains purely categorical information; it does not include decision support 
information such as dose, indications and warnings etc and as it is a database does not 
include application functionality (this is provided by suppliers of decision support 
applications, and the GP and pharmacy system suppliers).  

Real patient benefits will be obtained from the use of the PCDD; the prescriber�s 
intention will be clearer to the dispenser consequently reducing the risk of the patient 
receiving the incorrect medication.  In addition, the time currently spent by the 
dispenser and prescriber in precisely defining the prescriber�s intent will be reduced. 

Image Captions: 
Image 1: 
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Notes to Editors: 

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health 
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The 
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands. 

2. Shifting the Balance of Power is the programme of change brought about to empower 
frontline staff and patients in the NHS.  It is part of the implementation of the NHS Plan and 
has already led to the establishment of new structures.  That is only one step and the main 
objective will be to foster a new culture in the NHS at all levels which puts the patient first. 
The main feature of change has been giving locally based Primary Care Trusts the role of 
running the NHS and improving health in their areas.  This has meant abolishing previous 
health authorities and creating new bodies that serve larger areas and have a more 
strategic role.  

3. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 576 million 
prescription items per year. 

4. The PPA�s primary responsibilities are: 

• Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs, 
medicine and appliances 

• Payment to Pharmacy Contractors 

• Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing 

• Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme 
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme 
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