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Notice of changes to the Drug Tariff Part VIII - Basic Prices
of Drugs

Contractors should note that the following introductory notes will be inserted
into the Drug Tariff Part VIII with effect from the 1 May 2004.

4. NHS Dictionary of Medicines and Devices (NHS DM&D)
The drugs listed in this Part will reflect the naming convention used in the
NHS dictionary of medicines and devices. Where such products are ordered
by another naming convention, reimbursement will be made using the Part
VIII dm+d naming convention. Where prices are calculated for Category A
products such prices will be included in the calculation whether they are listed
by suppliers using the NHS dm&d naming convention or as other naming
conventions.
Products are displayed as Name, strength, modification (when present),
presentation and 'freeness' (when present e.g. sugar free, gluten free).
E.g. Aciclovir 400mg/5ml oral suspension sugar free.
A salt will only be displayed if more than one clinically significant salt exists in
that presentation.
E.g. Calcium carbonate and Calcium gluconate.
Please note that the NHS dm&d uses the Pharmeuropa List of Standard
Terms 2002 e.g. gastro-resistant is used to describe enteric coated.

5. Symbols

The following symbols are used in Part VIII

♦ Calendar Pack
■ Special Container
● Item requiring reconstitution
Q Common pack
§ Selected List Scheme (SLS)
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Notes to Editors:

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. The PPA maintains the largest drug database of its kind in Europe, over 576 million
prescription items per year.

3. The PPA’s primary responsibilities are:

� Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

� Payment to Pharmacy Contractors

� Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

� Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme

For further information contact:

Kirsty O’Callaghan, Media and Communications Manager

Tel: 0191 203 5851
Email: kirsty.ocallaghan@ppa.nhs.uk
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