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One of the best data sets in the NHS: Audit Commission
praises work of the Prescription Pricing Authority (PPA)

On the 27 March 2003, the Audit Commission published a Primary Care Prescribing
bulletin aimed at Primary Care Trusts (PCTs). In the bulletin, the PPA was praised for
its GP prescribing data:

Data on GP prescribing comes from a central source — the Prescription Pricing
Authority (PPA) and it is one of the best data sets in the NHS. It is timely (available
within six weeks of the end of each month), accurate comparable and comprehensive.
Setting measurable targets in healthcare is often difficult due to the complex nature of
the decisions, but it should be easier for prescribing than for many other areas of
spending due to the quality of the data available.

Commenting today on the bulletin, Michael King Director of Planning and Corporate
Affairs said, “This is a tremendous endorsement of the quality and coverage of our
prescribing information services. Our services for prescribers are based on operational
data providing unmatched coverage of medicines dispensed in the community from
NHS prescriptions.”

The Bulletin presents the findings of auditor's local work on prescribing in primary care,
carried out in over 120 PCTs in England. It provides practical guidance for PCT board
members, chief executives, directors of finance, prescribing advisers and GP leads, to
help them get the most benefit for patients from prescribing budgets.

Notes to Editors:

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions. The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. The Organisation’s primary responsibilities are:

. Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

. Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

. Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income

Scheme for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption
Certificate Scheme.
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