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PPA Research Shows Primary Care Prescribing is
Overwhelmingly Computerised

Recent research by the Prescription Pricing Authority has revealed that nine out of ten
primary care prescriptions originate electronically.  A sampling exercise carried out on
prescriptions dispensed in May 2002 shows 89% of prescriptions are computer
generated and 62% of these are endorsed by a pharmacy computer system.

This research is part of the PPA’s continuing programme of reengineering around the
Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions (ETP) pilot programme.  It will be used to
prepare to meet the targets set out in Delivering 21st Century IT Support For The NHS
– the Government’s Strategic Programme for IT development in the NHS.  ETP is being
developed against the target that 50% of the national prescription service is expected
to be implemented by 2005 and 100% by December 2007.

Commenting on these results, PPA Chief Executive Nick Scholte said, “I think this
demonstrates that the potential exists for a fully computerised national prescribing
service using ETP to link prescribers, pharmacists and the PPA in line with the NHS IT
strategy.”

Notes to Editors:

1. The figures are based on a sampling exercise carried out by the Prescription Pricing
Authority on 100 pharmacy accounts containing prescriptions dispensed in May 2002,
which were selected randomly. From each of these batches 500 forms were examined from
randomly selected start points in the batch.

Number of Batches Used 100
Forms checked in each batch 500
Total Forms Checked 50,000
Percentage of forms hand written by the prescriber 11.17%
Percentage of forms generated by prescriber’s computer 88.83%

Of these:
Percentage of forms where the pharmacist's endorsement was
computerised

62.48%

Percentage of forms where the pharmacist's endorsement was
hand written

26.28%

Percentage of forms with no pharmacist's endorsement 11.24%

2. Media enquiries only to Michael King on 0191 203 5314.  Email michael.king@ppa.nhs.uk


