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Tuesday, 25 November 2003

Bridge House
152 Pilgrim Street

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
NE1 6SN

DX 712500 Newcastle 12

Tel: 0191 2035851
Fax: 0191 2035498

Web: www.ppa.org.uk

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Drug Tariff Part VIII to move to rINNs

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) in consultation
with the Department of Health (DH), and endorsed by independent advice from the
Medicines Commission, proposes to implement the changeover to rINNs for virtually all
medicinal substances where BANs are currently used, with the exception of adrenaline
and noradrenaline.  From 1 December 2003, the Drug Tariff Part VIII generic drug
names will change to reflect the proposed changes as published in the 2003 edition of
the British Pharmacopoeia.

Notes to Editors:

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority publishes and distributes the Drug Tariff in England on
behalf of the Department of Health.  The Drug Tariff outlines what will be paid to contractors
for NHS services provided, be they for reimbursement (the cost of the drugs, appliances etc
which are supplied against an NHS prescription form) or for remuneration (what dispensing
contractors are paid as part of their dispensing contract with PCTs e.g. professional
fees/allowances etc).

2. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

3. The proposed changes will reflect the ‘recommended International Non-proprietary Names’
(rINN) for virtually all medicinal substances where the British Approved Names (BANs)
naming convention is currently used (with the exception of adrenaline and noradrenaline).
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Kirsty O’Callaghan, Communications and Media Manager
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