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PPA Launch Primary Care Drug Dictionary (PCDD)

On the 31st December 2002, in accordance with project plans, the Primary Care Drug
Dictionary (PCDD) was made available on the PPA web site.

The (PCDD) project was initiated by the Department of Health because a single
common data description for medicinal products that met the requirements of NHS
primary care prescribing, decision support, dispensing and reimbursement did not exist.

A need for, common data description has been highlighted in various NHS documents
including; Information for Health, Delivering 21st Century IT and A Spoonful of Sugar.
The requirement is for a common unique identifier, a code, that can be utilised by IT
systems in transferring data from one system to another and for a common textural
description that might be read by people.

As a product, the PCDD supports the government’s aim to improve patient care
through modernisation and streamlining of services in addition to making better use of
human capacity within the NHS facilitated through IT.

PCDD is a fundamental component of the United Kingdom Clinical Products Reference
Source (UKCPRS) and is the first UKCPRS component to be delivered.

 When PCDD is incorporated into GP and pharmacy IT systems, it will be utilised in the
integrated care records service: patient records, decision support records, GP to GP
record transfer, and electronic record management systems.

PCDD is also a fundamental component of the national prescriptions service for the
electronic transmission of prescriptions (ETP) and the automation of Prescription
Pricing Authority (PPA) business processes. The later is dependent upon the human
readable PCDD common textual description as much as on the unique identifier. PPA
business processes are being further automated, in advance of full ETP roll-out, to deal
with the unprecedented increase in volume of paper prescriptions; estimated to be 6%
for 2002/03 compared with a historical figure of approximately 3.5%.

The development of the specification for the PCDD was undertaken by a
multidisciplinary team comprising of representatives from; primary care dispensing and
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prescribing domains, secondary care, reimbursement domain, decision support, GP
and pharmacy system suppliers and data modellers.

The range of information included within the PCDD was determined by the team and
then modified following testing of ‘use cases’ by users of the dictionary in each of the
domains. A multidisciplinary editorial board was set up, chaired by the Department of
Health, to determine how each of the fields within the PCDD would be populated.

The Department of Health requested that the PPA develop and populate the PCDD, for
the NHS, based upon the specification and editorial board policy.

The PCDD contains purely categorical information; it does not include decision support
information such as dose, indications and warnings etc and as it is a database does not
include application functionality (this is provided by suppliers of decision support
applications, and the GP and pharmacy system suppliers).

As the PCDD is one of the major building blocks of the UKCPRS, Snomed CT codes
have been used as the unique identifier for all products, packs, ingredients, routes,
forms and suppliers.

On the 31st December 2002, in line with project plans, the PCDD was made available
on the PPA web site. This first release of the PCDD has a range of medicinal products
that will cover 99% of the primary care prescription volume as well as appliances
included in the Drug Tariff and products approved by the Advisory Committee on
Borderline Substances (ACBS products).

From January 2003 additional products will be added; the intention is to include all
licensed medicinal products in the PCDD although as the range of potential products is
wide editorial policy will dictate the final content. Updated versions of the PCDD will be
available on a weekly basis.

Real patient benefits will be obtained from the use of the PCDD; the prescriber’s
intention will be clearer to the dispenser consequently reducing the risk of the patient
receiving the incorrect medication. In addition the time currently spent by the dispenser
and prescriber on defining the prescriber’s intent will be reduced.

 A large number of individuals and companies have expressed an interest in using the
PCDD, whilst commercial database suppliers, GP and pharmacy system suppliers have
started work to incorporate the PCDD into their systems. It is anticipated that the first
such systems will be available mid 2003.

The PCDD is available through a ‘free licence’ mechanism, details of which may be
found on the PPA website www.ppa.org.uk .
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Notes to Editors:

1. The Prescription Pricing Authority is a Special Health Authority within the National Health
Service and employ approximately 3,000 staff to carry out a variety of functions.  The
Organisation has a number of offices spanning the North East, North West and Midlands.

2. The Organisation’s primary responsibilities are:

• Examination, checking, pricing and analysis of the NHS prescriptions for drugs,
medicine and appliances

• Provision of regular and prompt information on the costs and trends of prescribing

• Administration, through the Health Benefits Division, of the NHS Low Income Scheme
for England, Scotland and Wales and Pre-payment and Exemption Certificate Scheme

For further information contact:

Kirsty O’Callaghan, Press & Public Relations Officer

Tel: 0191 203 5851
Email: kirsty.o’callaghan@ppa.nhs.uk


